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Sailing to confidence

EYC offers disadvantaged youth chance to learn new skill

BY KAREN MACKENZIE

Once a high brow domain, a local
yacht club is introducing sailing to
low income kids from across the
Greater Toronto Area. Thanks to an
Ontario Trillium Foundation sub-
sidy, volunteers, and private, corpo-
rate, and government donations, 50
students will have the opportunity to
learn to sail at the Etobicoke Yacht
Club (EYC) (300 Humber Bay Park
Rd. W.).

“We believe in taking kids out of
their norm, and allowing them to do
something they wouldnt normally
be able to do,” said Mikay William,
recreation coordinator of the Albion
Boys and Girls Club (ABGC) (8
Guided Ct.). The ABGC has referred
kids to the EYC Junior Sailing
Program since the program’s incep-
tion three years ago, as has the
Stonegate Community Health
Centre (150 Berry Rd.), and various
public schools.

William said most of the kids he
refers to the program come from “a
multicultural neighbourhood, from
low income housing, and a lot of sin-
gle parents.” The students will make
up 25 per cent of the 200 youth aged
seven to 17 participating in the club’s
summer program, which begins at
the end of June.

“It’s an activity that, first of all,
gives kids an appreciation of the
water and water safety. But it also
builds a lot of their self confidence as
they’re growing up, through their
ability to manage the boat in the
forces of the wind, and the socializa-
tion that occurs through the groups
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before he said anything,” said Louis
Gris of SARA. “Even though he
was in a volunteer position, he car-
ried himself professionally and
behaved as if he was on a paid
board.”

While Jennisons opposition to
amalgamation, arguably the biggest
Torontonian uprising since the
Spadina Expressway opposition in
the 1970s, ultimately failed, he was
still constantly looking for new
social causes.

“He had a willingness to take on
different issues and make sure people
were respected,” said Will Ingram,
Jennison’s minister at Morningside-
High Park Presbyterian Church (4
Morningside Ave.). “He became a
vegetarian 10 years ago just because
he thought it sounded like a good
thing to do. There was an incredible
openness to ideas.”

While
activist campaigns, from pressuring
the Ontario Teachers’
Fund to investing in socially

Jennison’s numerous

Pension

of kids as they work together,” said
Gord Hines, member of the EYC
Junior Sailing Committee.

The EYC, which encompasses 18
acres on the west side of the Humber
Bay at the mouth of Mimico Creek,
is made up of approximately 500
members, all of whom dedicate vol-
unteer hours to the club and its pro-
grams.

“We figure every kid
has potential,
and we want
to develop it”

—Mikay William,
recreation

coordinator, ABGC

Junior Sailing classes range from
the most basic levels, White Sail I, II,
and III, to Bronze Sail, up to the
Silver Sail Level VI, which is an
advanced level for racers. Students
are taught on a number of boats,
including Optimists, Blue Jays, and
International 420s. The Optimist
dinghies, a popular boat for student
sailors, were built by the EYC mem-
bers themselves in order to keep the
costs of the program down, with
funds from the Ontario Trillium
Foundation grant.

The club hires five to six universi-
ty, college, and high school students
as instructors each year. James
Niclasen, 20, is this year’s head
instructor, and was previously a stu-
dent of the program himself.

“During the summer its the best
place to work. Its sunny, it’s beauti-

responsible programs to getting rid
of billboards and development in
High Park, form a list of the great-
est protests the city has seen, it is
difficult to single out any one act.

COURTESY WILL INGRAM

Noted commﬁnity activist
Don Jennison, passed away at
78-years-old in late April.

“Don’s contribution to the com-
munity was more than a specific act
or campaign,” said Leeson, who has
posted a tribute to Jennison on the

ful, and other junior sailing schools
would kill to have the equipment we
have to work with here,” said
Niclasen, who began sailing when he
was seven.

Niclasen stressed that there is no
differentiation between subsidized
and non-subsidized students in the
program.

“You definitely see personality
changes over the two week period of
the classes,” said Niclasen. “A lot of
kids who were maybe timid start to
learn a new skill...I can see some of
my students are like when I was
younger; really excited.”

Hines hopes one day to see some
of the previously sponsored students
gain a summer job from the pro-
gram. And although none of the sub-
sidized students have reached the
Silver Sail level, the EYC is optimistic
that someone one day will.

“We have plans, if a child does
aspire to that end in terms of their
qualifications and interest, to provide
the support around a boat, which
other students would normally have
to supply themselves, to make that
an accessible program for the kids,”
said Hines.

At least one of the returning
ABGC youth will be entering the
Bronze Sail Level IV, having previ-
ously completed the White Sail pro-
grams, reported William. “We just
want to give every kid access to diver-
sity. We figure every kid has poten-
tial, and we want to develop it.”

For more information on the Junior
Sailing programs, which run between
June 27 and Sept. 2, please see
www.eyc.ca.

World19 website. “A lot of our bat-
tles were losing ones or don’t have a
specific end. They are constant
struggles, but Don was an example
of someone who kept fighting
them.”

Gris agreed, saying that while
Jennison knew he was the perpetu-
al underdog, it never stopped him
from trying to change the system.
“Change in a community is
inevitable, but Don also knew it
needed to be monitored and
watched over.”

Still, Ingram cautions against
lionizing a man who would most
likely not want to be remembered
as anything more than a good
neighbour.

“Don himself never wouldve
wanted to see himself portrayed as
an irreplaceable saint,” said Ingram,
who also wrote Jennison’s eulogy.
“He recognized you didnt have to
walk two feet above water to
change things. But if someone steps
up to try and fill his shoes, Don
would be the first person in their
corner, cheering them on.”

THE VILLAGE GLEANER

When designing your kitchen or
bathroom renovation, choosing the
right tiles, fixtures and colours that
will look contemporary now and,
more importantly, not dated a few
years down the road, can be a daunt-
ing task. This is why Instyle
Kitchens & Bathrooms offers our
easy three-step process to a beauti-
ful, stress-free renovation.

Step one: calling Instyle to dis-
cuss what your plans are, also to set
up an in-house appointment.

Step two: the in-house appoint-
ment. At this point we can explore
design and cost options. We also
provide a portfolio of past work and
where we have had the most success
with designs and products.
Measurements are taken and by the
end of the consultation will usually
have presented a firm ballpark esti-
mate.

If the estimate is in the area of a
client’s budget plans, we move to
step three, the showroom appoint-
ment. At this stage we meet at one
of the many tile and fixture show-

Kitchen and Bathroom reno
adds true value to a home

rooms in the Dufferin and Lawrence
area.

Not absorbing the cost of operat-
ing our own showroom, we explore
the many options and cost variances
available, further reducing the price
of the renovation and adding true
value. We also believe viewing
material together ensures that the
job turns out as the customer
desires. By the end of the show-
room appointment a firm design,
timetable for the work to com-
mence, and price has been estab-
lished.

We don’t start the job until mate-
rials are on hand, and we show up to
work every day until the job is com-
plete, usually a two-week experi-
ence. At the end of the job there is a
final inspection by the customer. Of
course, all work and materials are
fully guaranteed. References avail-
able upon request. We are a fully
licensed and insured company.

For further information call
InStyle at 416-833-4343 or
instyle @ gosympatico.ca.

Advertising Feature

Your friendly
neighbourhood
bookstore

EVERY NIGHT
(Dogs welcome)

2350 Bloor Steet West
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Over 18 years
serving Bloor West
Village in all your Real
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ASSOCIATE BROKER

16 162-4200

For recent sale prices on your
street, just e-mail me at:
ckidd@trebnet.com

open stage @ holy joe's, 651 queen st west

EROOVY MONDAYS

The best open jam night in the
city. Free pizza and prizes

The second and last Monda
of every month.
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For All Your Mortgage Needs Go To www.homemortgageinfo.ca

BT

* Best rates
* One stop shopping for mortgages

C\/} Assured

ASSURED MORTGAGE SERVICES

* Answers to all your questions
* Mortgage calculator

* Online mortgage application
* Comprehensive glossary of terms

< Call Roy today for your no obligation mortgage evaluation - it could save you thousands. >

Contact Roy Cocciollo 416.471.2829




