An open letter to Councillor Bill Saundercook

June16, 2008

Councillor Bill Saundercook

17 St. Johns Road
Toronto, ON  M6P 1T7
Dear Councillor Saundercook,

I understand July’s Etobicoke York Community Council meeting will include a discussion on the future of the South Kingsway/ The Queensway intersection. I am writing to encourage you to support deferral of a decision on this critically important part of our community and instead support a renewed, inclusive community consultation process.

As a longtime Ward 13 resident who recently moved to the South Kingsway/ The Queensway neighbourhood, I was disappointed to learn that critical public consultation on the future of the intersection was being held as most of my neighbours and I were literally moving in and unpacking. I was even more disappointed to learn that the outcome of this consultation was to recommend a “do nothing” approach to the intersection. 
There exists a tremendous opportunity to further rejuvenate a former industrial area by redesigning this automobile-focused intersection to better reflect the new urban, residential reality of the local neighbourhood. Installing new features that favour pedestrians, cyclists and transit users, along with the removal of elevated ramps while maintaining an efficient traffic flow are all measures that would benefit a much wider community. It would therefore be unfortunate not to seize this opportunity. 
Many residents of our community are advocating for a renewed consultation process and I have a signed petition from those in my neighbourhood asking for just that – a copy of which I would be pleased to provide you in advance of the July Community Council meeting. 
I am also concerned about perceptions of strong differences of opinion between residents and groups within our community – perceptions that I believe can be eased through facilitated community dialogue as part of a renewed consultation process.
I trust you agree that meaningful public consultation is the foundation of local democracy. Without such public consultation we risk a civic government that citizens lose faith in, a policy development process that lacks credibility and neighbourhoods that become divided. 
I am confident that with a sufficient investment of time and goodwill fostered through open community dialogue, we can develop a positive solution for the redesign of the current intersection that will benefit generations to come. I therefore urge you to advocate for a renewed, comprehensive public consultation process at Community Council next month.
Thank you for your attention to this issue. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions, and I would be pleased to assist in facilitating further community consultation. 
Sincerely,

Christopher Holcroft
416-760-8557

